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CCRI Communities of Practice 
 

Background 

CCRI Communities of Practice (CoPs) are working groups made up of practitioners from a small number of 
European cities and regions who will collaborate on key topics in the field of circular economy . These 
communities will bring together cities and regions who are working actively on the topic of the CoP, to share 
experiences and develop common solutions to challenges faced.  Results from these groups will feed into other 
project activities: twinning, training programme, events and deliverables (case studies, guidance documents, 
policy brief and white papers).  

In March 2025, a call for interest was opened for the first four CCRI CoP’s, managed by the CCRI Communities of 
Practice team. A new call for interest for four more CoP’s will open in September 2025. 

More information on format and the application process can be found in the factsheet. 

Urban planning for the circular economy  

Topic 

The structure and layout of our urban environments strongly influence how citizens and businesses behave and 

interact – and consequently play a pivotal role in shaping resource demand and consumption patterns. In this 

community of practice, we will think about how to adjust our approaches to land use planning, the design of 

urban spaces and the functioning of urban systems  to encourage the circular economy. We will also explore 

how we can balance the twin pressures of demographic growth and budgetary constraints in urban planning 

with our circularity goals and climate targets. More information 

Participants 

• ReLondon (UK) 

• Perspective.Brussels (BE) 

• Amsterdam (NL) 

• Valonia, Southwest Finland Region (FI) 

• Berlin (DE) 

• İzmir Planning Agency (TR) 

• Tampere & Circular Pirkanmaa (FI) 

• Guimaraes (PT) 

• Helsinki (FI) 

CoP Lead: ICLEI Europe 

CoP supporting partner: Circle Economy, VITO and CSCP 

  

https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-03/CCRI-CoP-Call%20for%20interest-Factsheet.pdf
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-03/CoP%20on%20Urban%20planning.pdf


Municipal waste companies for circular cities and regions  

Topic 

Municipal waste companies have a crucial role to play in transforming European cities and regions towards 
circular practices. With their expertise and experience, they can drive this transition by adopting strategies such 
as repair, reuse and resource recovery. This community of practice brings together stakeholders from cities and 
regions working for or with the municipal waste companies to explore how municipal waste companies can 
become drivers of circular practices. By joining, you'll connect with practitioners, share insights and co-design 
solutions to common challenges. More information 

Participants 

• Comunitat Valenciana (ES) 

• Engelskirchen (DE) 

• Region Hovedstaden, Capital Region of Denmark (DK) 

• Fredericia (DK) 

• Rivas Vaciamadrid (ES) 

• Skanderborg (DK) 

• ALcoi (ES) 

• Horsholm (DK) 

• IMOG (BE)  

• Castilla y León (ES), 

• Bergsjö (SE) 

• Fermo (IT) 

• West London Waste Authority (UK) 

• Turku (FI) 

• Geel (BE) 

• Izmir (TR) 

• Leipzig (DE) 

• Naestved (DK) 

• Tampere Region (FI) 

• Jerusalem (IL) 

CoP Lead: CSCP 

CoP supporting partner: EIT Raw Materials, VITO 

 

 

 

 

https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-03/CoP%20on%20Municipal%20Waste%20Companies.pdf


Supporting local circular businesses 

Topic 

This community of practice aims to strengthen the capacity of public institutions (regions or cities) to collaborate 
with and support local business ecosystems, thus accelerating the circular transition in their territories. It 
provides a safe space to explore, discuss and share strategies that encourage business commitment, mobilise 
resources, and scale concrete circular solutions. The CoP takes a systemic approach, considering the circularity 
challenge from interlinked perspectives—including enabling policies, financial instruments, innovation 
support, awareness initiatives, and capacity-building—tailored to local needs and priorities. With an agenda 
co-shaped by participants, this community focuses on hands-on, practical solutions to create the enabling 
conditions for businesses to thrive while acknowledging the demands and resource constraints cities and regions 
face. More information 

Participants 

• Sodena (Navarre, ES) 

• ReLondon (UK) 

• Province of East-Flanders (BE) 

• Berlin Partner (DE) 

• City of Munich (DE) 

• Circular Groningen Drenthe (NL) 

• City of Enschede (NL) 

• Municipality of Florence (IT) 

• Business Tampere (FI) 

• Metropolis of Lyon (FR) 

• Bilbao Ekintza (ES) 

• Fingal County Council (IE) 

CoP Lead: Climate KIC 

CoP supporting partner: Circular Flanders 

 

 

 

  

https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-03/CoP%20on%20Supporting%20local%20circular%20businesses.pdf


Cutting consumption-based emissions through circular economy  

Topic 
Traditionally, circular economy policies have focused on reducing waste through repair, reuse, recycling and 
remanufacturing – lowering resource extraction, creating local jobs, and minimizing environmental impacts. 
Beyond reducing the material use, these actions also play a crucial role in cutting emissions of cities and 
regions, especially the consumption-based ones. 

But what are the actions with the highest potential of reducing consumption-based emissions? How can local 
authorities ensure that those are realised by their administrations, citizens and businesses? 

Together, we will explore how to maximise the benefits and minimise operational challenges of circular economy 

actions through real-world examples. Participants will also identify and receive guidance for implementing high-

impact actions, ranging from efficiency (doing more with less) to sufficiency (reducing demand), in order to 

reduce their cities' consumption-based emissions. More information 

 

Participants 

• City of Antwerpen (BE) 

• City of Copenhagen (DK) 

• City of Espoo (FI) 

• Guimarães Laboratório da Paisagem | Landscape Laboratory (PT)  

• City of Hasselt (BE) 

• City of Helsinki (FI) 

• ReLondon, London (UK) -  

• Municipality of Porto (PT) 

• City of Roubaix (FR) 

• Sandnes Kommune (NO) 

• City of Turku (FI) 

• Additional cities and regions to be recruited on an ongoing basis.  

CoP Lead: Metabolism of Cities 

CoP supporting partner: VITO 

 

 

 

https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-03/CoP%20on%20cutting%20consumption-based%20emissions.pdf

